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1. Applicant's election with traverse of Group II, claims 6-1 1, in Paper No. 3 is 
acknowledged by the examiner. However, since no reason was given for the traversal, this 
election is being treated as occurring without traverse. Claims 1-5 are withdrawn from 
consideration. 

2. Claims 6-7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being indefinite for 
failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant regards as 
the invention. This rejection is based on the confusing wording of the preamble of claim 6 which 
states that the tooling is manufactured "on a vertical press on a horizontal press or vice versa:" 
when it appears that the invention does not concern how the tooling is manufactured, but in how 
the tooling is used. Clarification is required. 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth 
in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior 
art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made 
to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be 
negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claim 1 1 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over the admitted prior 

art as set forth in the specification at page 1, lines 7-18 and at page 5, line 12 to page 6, line 8. 
The admitted prior art admits the existence of the Styrologic and Kurtz presses, the existence of 
Styrologic and Kurtz frames and the conventional aspects of filling the tooling with foam beads, 
heating by introducing steam into the steam chest portion of the tooling to expand and fuse the 
beads, subsequently cooling the steam chest and retrieving a foam prototype formed in the 
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tooling. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to repeat the process using 
different frames in order to enable either the Styrologic or Kurtz machines to produce a greater 
variety of shaped articles. 

5 . Claims 8- 1 0 are allowed. 

6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to Allan Kuhns whose telephone number is (703) 308-3462. The examiner 
can normally be reached on Monday to Thursday from 7:00 to 5:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Richard Crispino, can be reached on (703) 308-3853. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (703) 305-7718. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 308-0661. 

ALLAN R. KUHNS 
PRIMARY EXAMINER A<-> ' 

3-/7-03 



